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‘SERMON LXXXIV. 


By BAXTER DICKINSON, A. M. 
NEWARK, N. J. 


ALARM TO DISTILLERS AND THEIR ALLIES. 


EcciesiastEs, Vii. 29,—God hath made man upright: but they have + 
sought out many inventions. 


Has. ii. 15.— Wo wnto him that giveth his neighbor drink. 


The art of turning the products of the earth into a fiery spirit was dis- 
covered by an Arab about nine hundred years ago. The effects of 
this abuse of nature’s gifts were soon viewed with alarm. Efforts 
were made even by a heathen people to arrest the evil. And it 
shows the mighty agency and cunning of Satan, that Christian nations 
should ever have been induced to adopt and encourage this deadliest of 
man’s inventions. In the guilt of encouraging the destructive art, our 
own free country has largely participated. Fifteen years ago, as appears 
from well authenticated statistics, our number of distilleries had risen to 
nearly forty thousand. And, till within three or four years past, the pro- 
gress of intemperance threatened all that was fair and glorious in our 
prospects, The reformation recently commenced is one of the grandest 
movements of our world: and to secure its speedy triumph, the concur- 

rence of distillers is obviously indispensable. They must cease to pro- 
vide the destroying element, This they are urged to do by the follow- : 
ing considerations. P l 

1. The business of distilling confers no benefits on your fellow-men. 

Ardent spirit is not needed as an article of living. In the first ages of 
the world, when human life was protracted to hundreds of years, it was 
unknown. By the first settlers of this country it was not used. It was 
scarcely used fora whole century. And those temperate generations 
were remarkably robust, cheerful, and enterprising. To this we ma 
add, that at least two hundred thousand persons, accustomed to use it, 
have given it up entirely within the last four yeays. And their united - 
testimony is, that they have made no sacrifice either of health, or 
strength, or any real comfort. Indeed, few, if any, except such as have 
the intemperate appetite, will now seriously contend, that distilled liquor 
is necessary or useful. The little that may perhaps be desirable as 
medicine might be made by the apothecary or the physician. 

The talents God has given you might be applied to advance the wel- 

Vor. V.—No. 2. 
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fare of your fellow-men. It is your duty—your highest honor—thus to 
apply them. And on the bed of death, in near prospect of the judgment, 
it will surely be a melancholy reflection, that, as regards the happiness of 
mankind, your life has been an utter blank. 


2. The business of distilling is not only useless, but is the occasion of 
many and great evils. 

Recent examination has developed a number of appalling facts, which 
few, if any, pretend to question. It is admitted, that the use of ardent 
spirit has been a tax on the population of our country, of from fifty to a 
hundred millions of dollars annually. It is admitted, that three-fourths 
of all the crimes of the land result from the use of intoxicating liquor. 
It is admitted, that at least three-fourths of all the sufferings of poverty 
arise from the same source. It is admitted, that upwards of thirty thou- 
sand of our citizens have annually descended to the drunkard’s grave. 
It is admitted, (by those who believe the Bible,) that drunkards shall not 
inherit eternal life, but must have their part in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimstone. In a word, it is admitted, that health, fortune, 
social happiness, intellect, conscience, heaven, are all swept away by the 
tide of intemperance. 


And now, what you are specially bound to ponder is, that this burning 
tide, with all its desolations, flows from those very fountains you have 
opened—the boiling flood can be perpetuated only by those fires which 
your hands kindle, and which it is your daily task to tend. 


The position you occupy, then, is one of most fearful responsibility. 
You are directly and peculiarly accessary to a degree. of guilt and 
misery which none but the Infinite mind can comprehend. I hear for 
you a loud remonstrance from every court of justice, from every prison 
of collected crime, from every chamber of debasement, and from every 
grave-yard; as well as from the dark world of despair. I hear the cries 
of unnumbered mothers, and widows, and orphans, al] with one voice 
imploring you to extinguish those fires—to dry up those fountains—and 
to abandon an occupation pregnant with infamy, and death, and perdition. 


3. The business of distilling destroys, to a great extent, the bounties 
of Providence. 


Many of the substances converted into ardent spirit are indispensable - 
to the comfort of man—some of them the very staff of life. But the 
work of distillation not only destroys them as articles of food, but actu- 
ally converts them to poison. An incalculable amount of grain, and 
tens of thousands of hogsheads of sugar and molasses, besides enor- 
mous quantities of other useful articles, are every year thus wickedly 
perverted in this Christian land! Who does not know the odious fact, 
that, in many places, the distillery has regulated the price of bread ? 
Who does not know, that this engine of iniquity has at times so consumed 
the products of industry, as to make it difficult for the poorer classes to 
get asupply? “The ra we have always with us,” and cries of the 
suffering are often heard from other lands. Such facts, it would seem, 


might reach the conscience of all who are wantonly destroying heaven's 
gifts. Can you, for a little selfish gain, persist in converting the bread 
of multitudes into a pestilential fire! How utterly unlike the example 
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of Him, who, while feeding thousands by miracle, could still say, 
“ Gather up the fragments which remain, that nothing be lost.” 


4. By continuing this destructive business, you greatly offend the vir- 
tuous and respectable part of the community. 

The temperance reformation has been commenced and prosecuted: by 
enlightened men. It is not the enterprise of any political party, or reli- 
gious sect. It has the general support of ministers and Christians of 
different denominations, of statesmen, judges, lawyers, physicians, and 
hundreds of thousands in the walks of private life. They regard the 
enterprise as one, on the success of which hang the liberties of our re 
public, and the happiness of future millions, 


You cannot be surprised, then, that they look with pain on operations 
directly adapted to defeat their plans, and perpetuate the dread evil they 
deplore. You cannot “mi gm that their eye will light on the fountains 
of this mighty evil, but with inexpressible grief, disgust, and indignation. 
And if you have the common magnanimity of our nature, you will sure- 
ly cease to outrage the feelings of the virtuous throughout the nation. 

5. You pursue a pernicious calling in opposition to great light. 

The time was when good men extensively engaged in the distilling 


business ; and when few seemed to be aware of its fearfully mischievous 
tendency. The matter had not been a subject of solemn and extensive 
discussion. The sin was one of comparative ignorance. But circum- 
stances have changed. Inquiry has thrown upon the community a flood 
of light. The evil of intemperance has been: exhibited in its complicat- 
ed horrors. Ardent spirit has been found to be not only useless, but 
fearfully destructive. So that the guilt of manufacturing it is now enor- 
mously aggravated, . 


Good men were once engaged in importing slaves. They suspected 
not the iniquity of the business. And an apology can be offered for them 
on the ground of ignorance. But that trade has now come to be regard- 
ed by the civilized world in the same odious light as piracy and 
murder. The man who engages in it is stamped with everlasting infa- 
my. And the reason is, that, likethe distiller, he now sins amid that 
fulness of light which an age of philanthropy has poured around him. 


6. Perseverance in the business of distilling must necessarily be at 
the expense of your own reputation and that pr Beer posterity. 


You are creating and sending out the materials of discord, crime, 
poverty, disease, and intellectual and moral degradation. You are con- 
tributing to perpetuate one of the sorest scourges of our world. And the 
scourge can never be removed till those deadly fires you have kindled 
are all put out. That public sentiment which is worthy of respect calls 
upon you to extinguish them. And the note of remonstrance will wax 

- louder and louder, till every smoking distillery in the land is demolish- 
ed. A free and enlightened people cannot quietly look on, while an 
enemy is working his engines and forging the instruments of national 
bondage and death. ‘ 

Without a prophet’s vision, [ foresee the day when the manufacture 
of intoxicating liquor for common distribution will be classed with the 

‘ arts of counterfeiting and forgery and the maintenance of houses for mid- 











20 THE NATIONAL PREACHBR. 


night revelry and corruption. Like these the business will become a 
work only of darkness, and be prosecuted only by the outlaw. 

Weigh well, then, the bearing of your destructive employment on 
versonal and family character. ‘lhe employment may secure for you a 
little gain, and perhaps wealth. But, in a day of increasing light and 
purity, you can never rid treasures, thus acquired, of a stigma, which 
will render him miserably poor who holds them. Upon the éwelling 
you occupy, upon the fields you enclose, upon the spot that entombs 
your ashes, there will be fixed an indescribable gloom and odiousness, 
to offend the eye and sicken the heart of a virtuous community, till your 
memory shal! perish. Quit, then, this vile business, and spare your 
name, spare your family, spare your children’s children, such insupport- 
able shame and reproach. 

7. By prosecuting this business in a day of light and reform, you pe- 
culiarly offend God, and jeopard your immortal interests. 

In “ times of ignorance,” God, in a sense, “ winked at” error. But let 
the error be persisted in under a full blaze of light, and it must be the 
occasion of a dread retribution from his throne. ; 

The circumstances of the distiller are now entirely changed. His 
sin was once a sin of ignorance , but is such no longer. He knows he 
istaking bread from the hungry, and perverting the bounties of Provi- 
dence. He knows he is undermining the very pillars of our Republic. 
He knows that by distilling he confers no benefits upon mankind. 
He knows he is directly accessary to the temporal wretchedness and the 
endless wailing of mukitédie. And knowing these things, and keeping 
on his way, he accumulates guilt which the Holy One cannot overlook. 
If endless exclusion from heaven be the drunkard’s doom, can he be held 
guiltless, who deliberately prepared for him and perhaps placed in his 
hand the cup of death and damnation! This is not the decision either 
of Scripture or of common sense. Wilfully persevering to furnish the 
sure means of death, you carry to the judgment the murderer’s character, 
as clearly as the midnight assassin. 

And now, what is the apology for prosecuting a business so manifestly 
offensive to God, and ruinous to yourself as well as others? Do you 

‘say, It is necessary as a means of support? But whence have you de- 
rived authority to procure a living at the sacrifice of conscience, charac- 
ter, and the dearest interests of others? And is the maintenance of a 
public nuisance really necessary to your support? Ina country like 
this, the plea of necessity for crime is glaringly impious. Many and 
varied departments of honest and honorable industry are before you, all- 
“ promising a generous reward. And, neglecting them for a wicked and 
mischievous occupation, you must bear the odium of a most sordid ava- 
rice or implacable malignity. 

You virtually, too, impeach the character of God. You proclaim, 
that he has iil your comfort and even subsistence to depend upon the 
practice of iniquity. It is an imputation he must repel with abhorrence 


and wrath. Nor is it sustained by the conscience, reason, or experience 
of any man. 


But possibly you urge in self-justification, Others will manufacture spi- 
rit tf Ido not, But remember the guilt of one is no excuse for another. 
“ Every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” If others pursue 
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a business at the sacrifice of character and of heaven, it becomes you to 
avoid their crime, that you may escape their doom. 

It is not certain, however, that others will prosecute the destructive 
business, if you abandon it. Men of forethought will not now embark 
their silver and gold on a pestilential stream, soon to be dried up under 
that blaze of light and heat which a merciful God has enkindled. They 
‘will not deem it either wise or safe to kindle unholy and deadly fires, 
where the pure river of the water of life is so soon to overflow. In the 
eye of thousands the distillery on your. premises adds nothing to their 
value. Indeed, should they Me se those premises, the filthy estab- 
lishment would be demalished, as the first effort of improvement. And 
every month and hour is detracting from its value, and blackening the 
curse that rests upon it. 

Let the thousands now concerned in distilling, at once put out their 
fires, and the act would cause one general burst of joy through the na- , 
tion; and any effort to rekindle them would excite an equally general 
burst of indignation and abhorrence. None but a monster of depravity 
would ever make the attempt. 

But again, perhaps, you say, No one is obliged to use the spirit that 
is made, But remember that you make it only to be used. You made 
it with the desire, with the hope, with the expectation that it will be 
used. You know it has been used by thousands—by millions—and 
has strewed the land with desolation, and peopled hell with its victims: 
and you cannot but acknowledge, that you would at once cease to make 
the liquor, did you not hope it would continue to be used! Indeed, you 
must see that, just in proportion to your success, will be the amount of 
mischief done to your fellow men ! 


It seems hardly needful to say, that the foregoing considerations are 
all strictly applicable to such as furnish the materials for the distiller. 
Were these withheld, his degrading occupation would of course cease. 
By suffering, then, the fruits of your industry to pass into his hands, you 
perpetuate his work of death. ou sharé in all his guilt, and shame, 
and curse. And remember, too, that the bushel of grain, the barrel of 
cider, the hogshead of molasses, for which you thus gain a pittance, may 
be returned from the fiery process only to fasten the infamy and endless 
ruin of a beloved son, or brother, or friend ! 

Nor is the crime of the retailer of ardent spirit essentially different. 
He takes the poison from the distiller, and insidiously deals it out to his 
fellow-men. It is truly stirring to one’s indignation to notice his variety 
of artifice for rendering it enticing. His occupation is one which the 
civil authorities have, in some places, with a noble consistency, ceased 
to tolerate; and one which must soon be put down by the loud voice of 
public sentiment. 

indeed, the retailer, the distiller, and he who furnishes the materials, 
must be looked upon as forming a TRIPLE LEaAGuE, dangerous alike to 
private and social happiness, and to the very liberties of the nation. And 
an awakened people cannot rest, till the deadly compact is sundered.— 
Why not, then, anticipate a little the verdict and the vengeance ofa rising 
tone of public sentiment, and at once proclaim the unholy alliance dis- 
solved? Why not anticipate the verdict of an infinitely higher tribunal ? 
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why not believe God’s threatening, and escape the eternal tempest that . 
lowers for him who putteth the cup to his neighbor's lips? Why not co- 
operate promptly in a public reform, that is regarded with intense inte- 
rest in heaven, on earth, and in hell ? 

O review, as men of reason, and conscience, and immortality, this 
whole business: And if you have no ambition to benefit your fellow-men 
— if you can consent to ruin many for both worlds—if you can persist 
in wasting and perverting the bounties of a kind Provitlence—if you 
can outrage the feelings of the most enlightened and virtuous—if you 
can pursue a work of darkness amid noon-day light—if you can sacri- 
fice a good name, and entail odium on all you leave—and if you can de- 
liberately offend God, and jeopard your immortal interests for paltry 
gain—then go on—go on a little longer ;—but, “O my soul, coms NOT 


THOU INTO THEIR SECRET; UNTO THEIR ASSEMBLY, MINE HONOR, BB 
NOT THOU UNITED!” 





“SERMONS LXXXV & LXXXVI. 


By AMBROSE EDSON, A. M. 
BROOKLYN, CONN. 





THE EARLY CONVERSION OF CHILDREN. 


Marg, x. 14.—Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not ; for of such is the kingdom of God. 


Tus declaration of Christ was uttered on an interesting occasion. 
Several young children, or, as the Evangelist Luke styles them, “ infants,” 
were brought to Christ, to receive his blessing; but the disciples, sup- 
posing that they were too young to be benefited by the instructions of 
their Master, rebuked the parents for thus trespassing upon his time. 
With this rebuke Christ was displeased, and encouraged the little chil- 
dren to come unto him, assigning as a reason, “ of such is the kingdom 
of God.” This is the reason why litle children, and even infants, should 
not only be suffered to come, but be “ brought” to Christ, to réceive his 
blessing.. The objection of the disciples seems to have been founded 
upon their age; they were thought too young to derive any: benefit from 
the Messiah, the Lord of men and angels; but his reply, and the treat- 
ment they received from him, show distinctly, that, young as they were, 
their age was no objection; for “he took them wp in his arms, put his 
hands upon them, and blessed them.” The reasoning is this: ifchildren, 
young children, infants, are proper subjects of Christ’s spiritual king- 
dom, let them have all the religious advantages in which they can pos- 
sibly partake. So far from throwing any obstacle in the way, suffer 
them to come—encourage them—nay, let parents bring them to me, and 
I will bless them. 


It would be deeply interesting to learn the subsequent history of these 
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little ones, that were thus permitted to receive the benediction of the Son 
of God; and it may be proper to observe, that, uccording to the testi- 
mony of Nicephorus, Ignatius, a disciple of John, and afterward bishop 
of Antioch, ho was honored with martyrdom about seventy-four years 
after the death of Christ, was one of those very “ infants.” 


If, then, infants actually did receive the blessing of Christ, when on 
earth; were thus regarded as proper subjects of his visible and spiritual 
kingdom, and consequently of the kingdom of glory ; it is certainly fair 
to infer, that they may, at this age, become the subjects of grace—may be 
converted—may become real Christians. 


To this sentiment, supported by the text, [ now solicit your attention ; 
and to prevent misapprehension, I remark, that the term infancy will be 
used in its strictly proper application, as embracing the first siz years of 
life. I repeat, then, that infants may becomé the subjects of grace, may 
be converted. 


1. In elucidating this truth, it may be remarked, in the first place, that 
there is no natural impossibility in thecase. If there be any incapacity 
to become Christians, between the commencement of moral agency and 
sin and any subsequent period, then, during that period salvation is ab- 
solutely impossible, and their condition hopeless! But is such a por- 
tion of our race, who have commenced moral agency, and have sinned, 
rendered incapable of salvation, by not being able to comply with the 
terms of the Gospel? Is the remedy so inadequate to the disease ? 

Moral agency in doing what is forbidden, or refusing to do what is 
required, supposes the existence of all that ability that is needed fora 
compliance with duty. Destroy this, and you sweep away, at one fatal 
stroke, the obligations to comply with the terms of the Gospel—the onl 
method revealed in the Bible, in which the wrath of God can be avoid- 
ed, and the soul saved. 

But I would ask, why a person, who is capable of sinning, is not capa- 
ble of repenting of sin? The former act isa violation of obligation, that 
was either known, or that might have been known; the latter implies a 
feeling that such an obligation has been violated. And if a moral agent 
can violate obligation, he can feel that he has done so. No stronger 
mental powers are necessary for repentance than for sinning. What is 
there, then in the nature of the case, that makes the conversion of young 
children impossible ? 

2. But it may be remarked, in the second place, that infancy, or the 
first period of life, is the best time for piety to commence. I do not say 
simply that it would be most desirable for it to commence then, but that 
it is the most favorable time. ‘The word of God teaches us, that when 
habits of sin have become fixed, the breaking of these, in all human pro- 
bability, is as hopeless as that the Ethiopian will change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots. And observation and experience testify the same. If, 
then, the principle be correct, that a continuance in sin will strengthen 
sinful habits#and make a change in the character and life more difficult, 
and consequently more hopeless, is there any time so favorable to this 
change as when there are the fewest sins committed, and habits of sin 
have not been formed? 

_ If it bea more favorable time to become a Christian in youth than when 
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threescore and ten years have d away in sin, who will say that the 
age of five years is not better than that of fifteen? Upop what principle 
may @ person spend fifteen years in the neglect of the soul, and in the 
service of Satan, before he arrives at the most favorable time to com- 
mence a preparation for eternity? Is the prospect brightening, as one 
year after another passes away, while living without hope and without 
God in the world ? 

But if every additional year in sin would render a change in the sin- 
net more difficult, and of course his condition more alarming, then 
every additional sin will produce proportionably the same effect. On 
this principle, the time for the commencement of piety is more favorable 
five years after moral agency commences, than fifty years after; and 
more favorable at an early period, than at the age of five years. It is 
easier bending the young sapling, than the sturdy oak, and easier stil] to 
bend the tender twig, than the young sapling. 

But it may be said, that, during the period of infancy, or during the 
first six years of life, the mind is not so capable of weighing truth, of 
comprehending the nature and obligations of religion, as ata subsequent 
period. The fact is admitted; but what does it prove? That piety 
may not commence in infancy ? or that this is not the most favorable time 
for it to commence? Far from it. If the mind bé more matured at fif- 
teen years of age than at five, the guilt of sin is proportionably greater 
at the first named period than the last. It is a principle well established 
in morals, that the gui/¢ of sin is proportioned to the light resisted in its 
commission. This sentiment has an illustration in the declaration of 
Christ, that he that knew his Lord’s will, and did it not, would deserve to 
be beaten with many stripes. It is upon this principle, too, that the guilt 
of fallen angels is greater than that of men. They were not created 
devils, but stood, once, right where Gabriel stands, before the throne of 
God and the Lamb, with minds as capacious, as holy and happy spirits 
needed for the service of heaven. It was there, in the language of 
anotler, “that they were schooled, and disciplined, and equipped ;” 
and when they were banished from the abodes of purity and bliss, they 
did not become idiots. No! They carried all their “ heaven-taught 
science” with them down tp hell, and they have it now, and it is this 
that makes them peviis,—that loads them with heavier chains of guilt, 
and will give an intensity to the pangs of hell which none but devils 
can feel. 

If, then our minds, and the minds of our children, are more matured, 
can take a wider range in the field of truth, and better weigh the obliga- 
tions to penitence and holiness at fifteen years of age than at five, it is 
just as certain that the guilt of sin is proportionably greater that at the 
early period. It is of a deeper dye, cries to heaven for vengeance with 
greater urgency, and deserves a deeper damnation. 

Now, L ask, is there any thing in the nature of the case that renders it 
necessary that our minds should be thus enlarged, that we should grow 
up to a manhood in guilt, that approximates so much ned¥er the guilt of 
devils, before we arrive at the most favorable period to become Chris- 
tians? O, my hearers, [ tremble when I think of this wide spread, this 
fatal delusion ; and of the holiness of a forbearing God! Let our capa- 
cities be enlarged a thousand fold, they might still fall below those pos- 
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sessed by the very Prince of devils; but, with all the additional guilt 
that would be contracted with such enlarged capacities, are we sure that 
we should be any better prepared to become the willing servants of God 
than we are now? Could we, while sinners, ascend in the scale of be- 
ing to the intellect of Gabriel, we might, indeed, perceive truth far more 
distinctly, and better weigh its importance ; but then, sin, at every gra- 
dation we ascended, would deepen in its guilt, until afforded the capacity 
of angels, it would make us devils. Admitting then that the capacity of 
children for comprehending truth is enlarged as they grow in years, is 
not their guwilt, too, while they remain estranged from God, increased 
just in proportion to the enlargement of their capacities? I ask, then, 
if their capacity and guilt have been increasing for fifteen or twenty 
years, until they have arrived ata manhood in both, is it a better time to 
make their peace with God than at an earlier period? Are twenty - 
years’ capacity and guilt more favorable to piety than five? And are 

five years’ capacity and guilt more favorable than two ? 


But is it said, that there is not that capacity to repent in the infantile 
years, that there is at maturer age? What if there is not? Neither is 
there that gui/t to repent of. ‘That man has not the capacity of fallen 
angels to comprehend truth, and feel to the full extent, the sorrow, which 
their guilt demands, is no proof that man has not the capacity to repent 
of his own sins. His guilt is proportioned to his capacity for know- 
ledge, when the means of knowledge are within-his reach; and his ca- 
pability for repenting always corresponds with his obligation to repent ; 
and his obligation to repent with the guilt of sin; so that man can al- 
ways repent of all that he ought to repent, and therefore of all his guilt. 


Were man required to repent of sins that equalled in guilt the sins of 
fallen spirits, he might need the capacity of mind, which they have, to 
obey ; and if young children were required to repent of the sins of man- 
hood, they might need the enlarged capacity of manhood to perform the 
duty; and then might there be a plausibility, at least, in waiting for 
riper years, as a more favorable time to commence a life of penitence 
and piety. But so long as their guilt is less, the fact, that their capa- 
city is less, is no proof that they have not all the capacity needed for the 
immediate performance of all that is required to constitute them Chris- 
tians. 

But is it still said, that children cannot understand many of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel? Admitting that they cannot, does this prove that 
they must wait till maturer age before they begin a life of piety? There 
are men, and good men too, who do not pretend to be able to compre- 
hend all the doctrines of the Gospel; but does this prove that they can- 
not be Christians? There are doctrines in the Bible which man never 
did, and perhaps never will be able to comprehend. He may believe 
that the fact is just as God has represented it, and yet he may never be 
able to comprehend how it can be; nor is he required to do it. Hema 
believe that God is eternal, while he is unable to comprehend eternity, or 
how it can be that there is an uncaused existence. But is the fact that 
man has ignorance upon some subjects with which God is acquainted, 
any proof that he cannot be a Christian? 

That children cannot comprehend as much about the doctrines of the 
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Gospel as maturer minds, is no proof that they cannot have a sufficient 
understanding of them for all practical purposes. ‘The fact is, they may 
be made to understand the simple truths of the Bible, at as early a period 
as they can understand any other truth. And often has there been a 
tenderness of conscience in view of truth, that has surprised those of 
riper years and more enlarged minds. In illustration of this, I will 
mention two or three facts, with some of which, you may have become 
acquainted. 

A man once took his little son to walk with him in the fields on the 
Sabbath, while others had gone to the house of God; and upon enter- 
ing a neighbor's corn-field, from the top of the fence, the father cast his 
eye around to ascertain if there was any one near that would be likel 
to detect him; and afterward, while engaged in his work of depredation, 
the little son thus accosts him:—* Pa, what made you look round so, 
when you were on the fence?’ “Be still,” said the father. “But what 
made you do so, Pa?” “To see if there was any body in sight,” was 
the reply. “ And doesn’t any body see you, Pa?” “No.” “ But can’t 
God see you in the omanteli , Pa?’ This was enough from the little 
preacher ; the father left the field and his ill-gotten booty, and returned 
to his house to think of an omniscient God. 


At another time, a pious mother was giving vent to the anguish of a 
Jacerated heart, upon receiving intelligence of the death of her husband 
at a distance; when her little child inquired the cause of hertears. The 
reply was, “ To think that you are a little <— girl.” “ But what is 
an orphan, Ma?” “ Your Pais dead, my dear; you will have no Pa 
to take care of you any more.” The little thing covered her face in 
both her hands for a moment, and then lifted her moistened eyes to her 
weeping mother, saying, “Ma, don’t cry so; is Gop dead too ?” 

I ask, now, why children cannot be made to understand all the sim- 
ple truths of the Gospel that are necessary to piety? Who, witha 
mind ever so much matured and cultivated, could have been a messen- 
ger of sweeter consolation to a bleeding heart, than was this little one? 


I will mention one instance more. In the town of —— in New- 
England, where it had formerly been the practice to urge all moral per- 
sons to unite with the Church, lived a wealthy man, who had, in this 
way, become a professor of religion, but with so little even of the form 
of godliness, as that he had hitherto lived in the entire neglect of family 
worship. Ona Sabbath afternoon, after returning from the funeral of a 
child, where the clergyman had taken occasion to urge upon parents the 
necessity of faithfulness in giving their children religious instruction, © 
and in accompanying their instructions by their prayers; as the family 
to which we have alluded were sitting around the table at tea, a little 
daughter broke the silence, by inquiring in the simplicity of her heart, 
“ Ma, did not Mr. say at the funeral, that Christians would pray 
in their families, and talk to them about religion?” “ Yes,” was the re- 
ply. “ Well, Ma, Pa does not doit.” And this appeal was an arrow 
Ef eonviction to the father’s heart, resulting in his hopeful conversion to 
God, and the erection of a family altar, where God was worshipped 
morning and evening. 

In view of such facts, and a thousand others that might be named, who 











THE EARLY CONVERSION OF CHILDREN. 27 


will pretend that children—little children—cannot understand enough of 
the truths of the Bible to feel their force and obligation, while older sin- 
ners remain unaffected? Yes; children will feel upon the subject of 
religion, whenever instruction adapted to their capacities is afforded. 1 
might press the obligations of religion upon a congregation of sinners of 
threescore years of age, with all the urgency of a dying man, and th 
probably would remain like blocks of marble; and I should have little 
more encouragement, humanly speaking, than I should were I to go to 
— field of graves, and preach to the dead that are slumbering there. 

ut let me take their grandchildren from the Sabbath school, (who have, 
perhaps, heard wesneuby a prayer but what they heard in the Sanctuary, ) 
and talk to them about"God, and the sins they have committed, about 
Christ who died to save sinners, and the necessity of repenting if they 
would not be lost,—and these little ones, with quivering lip and weeping 
eye, will show that they feel they have done wrong, and offended God : 
and if they feel that they have sinned, can'they not confess and forsake 
their sins? and, then, is not God faithful and just to forgive their sins, 
and to cleanse them from all unrighteousness ? 





SERMON LXXXVI. 


Mark, x. 14.—Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not; for of such is the kingdom of God. 

Tx sentiment, to an illustration of which your attention was called in 
the preceding discourse, was that young children might become the sub- 
jects of grace,—might, at this tender age, be converted. 

In the elucidation of this, it was remarked that there was no natural 
impossibility in the case,—that this period was the most favorable time 
to enter upon a life of piety,—that the fact of the mind’s not having ar- 
rived at its maturity, at this period, so far from being an objection to the 
practicability of their early conversion, is directly in favor of it, because @ 
their guilt is less than at any later period ; that they have all the capacity 
to repent that their condition demands,—that they can understand the 
sim Ne truths of the Bible, as easily as they can understand any other 

truth,—and can be made to feel their practical importance far more 
easily than those who have grown old in sin. 

Thus far it has been my principal object to show the practicability of 
infant piety. I now remark, that it not only may exist, but it actually 
has existed. Samuel, Josiah, Jeremiah, John the Baptist, and Timothy, 
are among the instances left on sacred record, to show that there is no 
natural impossibility of early piety—that such piety has existed: and we 
are warranted in the conclusion, that, through the instrumentality of 
pious parents, it may exist in any nation, and in any age of the world. 
A multitude of Samuels, and Jeremiahs, and Timothys, have been con- 
secrated to God in their infancy, in later days, who have given their first 
years to piety, and have gone to heaven; and many now in the church 
on earth, and in the Christian ministry, can look back to their infant 
years, as the time when piety first commenced, which has grown with 

. their growth, and strengthened with their strength. These are facts, 
my hearers; and facts that are worth more than a volume of theories and 














28 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 

speculations upon the subjeet; and they establish the truth of the posi- 
tion, that even infants may become the subjects of grace; aud beg a 
life of experimental religion. 

But I cannot dismiss the subject here. The piety, the practicability, 
and actual existence of Which, I have been illustrating, is greatly need- 
ed at the present time. 

The church has begun to awake to the importance of reclaiming from 
the prince of darkness, a world for which Christ has died. For eight- 
een hundred years, she had been slumbering over this momentous sub- 
ject. But now she is beginning to feel that she has something to do in 
this blessed cause, that there is an urgency for doing, and that she must 
summon all the resources within her reach to this great, this god-like 
undertaking. It is not enough that she has talents at her command ; 
these must be sanctified by piety, or they will be worse than useless. 
This is the main-spring in the great machinery of benevolent operation, 
that is to save the world: without this, the whole would run down, and 
stop. This piety is needed in the church and in the ministry,—ardent, 
active piety—that has commenced, not in old age, or manhood, or even 
youth, but in infancy. This will strike a deeper root, while it rises 
higher, expands wider, and strengthens with every revolving year. The 
habits of life often impose a powerful restraint upon the piety that com- 
mences in declining years, that drags with it a load of infirmities and 
prejudices, to chill its influence and paralyze its energies. J.ess of this 
exists in middle life; less still in youth; and least of all in the tender 
years of infancy. 

How much of Samuel’s usefulness should be traced back to the stamp 
given to his piety, in his infant years, none but God can tell. He wasa 
child of prayer, was given to God before his birth, and very early was 
carried to the temple of the Lord, where he was left by his fond parents, 
and began to minister in holy things while but a child. Who could 
have seen him standing there, girded with his little linen ephod, without 
having enlarged expectations of the future man? And such are the 
ministers, and missionaries, and Christians, that are needed to hasten’ on 
the millennial glory of the church ; whose young years have been given 
to God; whose opening minds have been filled withtruth ; whose young 
hearts have been sanctified by the Holy Spirit. These will be prepared to 
pray,and labor, and suffer, and die, in thet cause which is so dear to the Re- 
deemer’s heart. Leta host like these pour forth from our Sabbath schools, 
and infant schools, and nurseries, and there would be no want of money for 
the Lord’s treasury, or of missionaries, or ministers, or bibles; every. 
vessel would be freighted with them; every clime would be blessed by 
them ; until the gospel should be preached to every creature, and a voice 
be heard, The nations of this world are become the kingdoms of the Lord. 

The church has not yet awaked to feel the importance of this sub- 
ject, else there would be more agonizing prayer for these tender lambs 
of the flock ; and many more, from the deep feeling of renewed hearts, 
would be heard singing the praises of Zion’s king; crying with those 
of former days, Hosanna to the Son of David. It is the piety that com- 
mences here, that, under God, will fill the earth with the light, and know- 
ledge, and glory of the Lord. 
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But I remark again, that supposing this piety should produce none 
of these glorious results, still God has a right to it. 

The soul that is capable of sinning, it has been remarked, is capable 
of all those exercises necessary to salvation. No sinner, therefore, is ° 
doomed to a single hour’s impenitence; and if God ever has a right to 
the affections of the heart, he has a right to the first affections—to the 
earliest exercises of love; to the budding and blossoming of life, as well 
as to its ripened fruit. 

I have now attempted to show, that there is no natural impossibility, 
arising from mental incapacity, to prevent the commencement of piety 
in the years of infancy : that this is the most favorable, the best time for 
it to commence, from thé fact, that until it does commence, their sins are 
not only increasing in number, but also deepening in guilt, just in pro- 
portion to the enlargement of the capacity of the agents, for comprehend- 
ing truth, and for weighing the nature and obligations to penitence and 
piety ; so that, although while in infancy their powers for the perception 
of truth are feeble, and their views limited, their guilt is also compara- 
tively small ; and that they can understand the simple truths of the Bible 
as early as they can understand any other truth. I have endeavored to 
show, too, that what appeared thus practicable, has actually taken place— 
that the instances of early piety left on sacred record, and the still greater 
number that have existed in later ages, exhibit clearly, not only what 
has been, but what, through the instrumentality of pious, praying parents, 
may be in any nation and in any age; that this piety is needed to hasten 
on the millennial glory of the church; and that God has a right to the 
earliest affections of the heart. 

J close with two or three practical remarks :— 

1. The subject must make a solemn appeal to the hearts and con- 
sciences of parents. Beloved friends, have you properly estimated the 
importance of the charge committed to your trust, and the responsibility 
that rests upon you? When your children entered upon existence, it was 
an existence that will never end. Not that they will continue here for 
ever; this is but the embryo of their being; the morning—the young 
dawn of their existence. ‘Ihe body may sicken and die at any moment, 
however unexpected or unwelcome; but there is an immomel part that 
will never sicken, that will never die; that will survive the frail tene- 
ment in which it is lodged, and live to sing, or weep for ever. And this 
is committed to your care. Under your eye, and your guardianship, the 
mind first opens upon a world, not only of natural, but moral objects. 
From you it is to receive its first impressions, that may give a mold to its 
character that will last through eternity, and be instrumental in prepar- 
ing it for heaven or for hell. : 

But this is notall. ‘he influence which you exert will be a continued 
influence, so that the first impression will be deepened with every re- 
volving month and day ; and if this impression be wrong, there is a fixed- . 
ness of character forming during this unseen, this silent operation, which 
nothing but the almighty power of God can change. What parent, then, 
would not wish to have this influence thrown on the side of piety and 
heaven ? 

But do you ask what you can do for these little ones around you, in 
the first years of life, towards their becoming Christians? 1 answer, that, 
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under God, you may do much. You may bring the simple truths of the 
Bible to bear upon their hearts, with a force that might surprise any one 
whose attention had not been given to the subject. You will not find 
them capable of taking that grasp of subjects which you take. This is 
not expected ; it is not necessary. While you cannot make them under- 
stand an abstruse mathematical proposition, you can learn them to un- 
derstand how many two and two will make. And there are truths in re- 
ligion as simple, and as easily apprehended by infant minds. Let these 
be presented in their native simplicity, and they will make an impression 
that would be lost on minds long accustomed to sin. The infant will re- 
member that God sees all things, while the father forgets it;—that God 
does not die, if earthly friends do; and will often bring truth home to the 
hearts and consciences of those, who have resisted its influence when ad- 
dressed to them by the ambassadors of Christ. 

Let children, then, be taught the character of God, and their relation 
and accountability to Him, with that fidelity that has its eye fixed upon 
the value of the soul, and that urgency that apprehends its danger, and 
the shortness of the time in which it must be fitted for heaven or lost-for 
ever; and childhood—yes, my hearers, infancy will be made to feel. 

But, parents, there is one thing more ; precept is not enough; you must 
lend the influence of your ezample to confirm the truth of your instruc. 
tions; and for this purpose you must Jive that religion which you teach your 
children, or there will be a strange anomaly which they. will not under- 
stand, but the ruinous effects of which they will not fail to exhibit. O how 
must that parent feel, who instructs his children to pray, while he lives a 
prayerless life; or to remember the Sabbath-day and keep it holy, while he 

rofanes it ; or to attend public worship, while he neglects it ; or that there 
is a heaven to obtain, and a hell to shun, while he manifests no solici- 
tnde about either? How must the parent feel, when imparting religious 
instruction under such circumstances, when there is such a monstrous in- 
congruity between the precept and the example? And how must the child 
feel, who cannot fail to make the comparison, and put his own construc- 
tion upon it? Ah, my hearers, he must regard the subject of religion as 
all a fiction—a mere farce, designed to produce an effect for the moment, 
without a shadow of reality in the truths inculcated, or of importance in 
the duties enjoined! And here unbelief is generated and nurtured up, 
which shields the heart against the influence of truth in afier-life, and 
which, it is to be feared, will damn the soul. It begins in the nursery—l 
had almost said in the cradle. Teach that little one that has just learned 
to tell who made the sun, and moon, and stars, and trees, as much of God, 
and religion, as it may be able to comprehend, and you will see it turn ~ 
to those who gave it being, with all the confidence which the young 
heart can feel, and ask, Pa, isit so? Ma, is it so? and words are not 
necessary in framing a reply. Ezample need only answer, No, and it is 
seized, and relied on. Some such parents have felt the inutility of giving 
their children religious instruction, on this very account, (because they 
knew their example to be inconsistent,) and have therefore neglected it. 
But this incredulity operates against the influence of truth, from ever 
other source, as well as from the parent. He may flatter himself that he 
will do nothing to counteract the influence of the religious instruction 
of the Sanctuary and the Sabbath school upon the mind of his children ; 
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bat he is doing it every day. His own example, constantly before their 
eyes, is telling them, in stronger language than words can do, that their 
is no danger in living regardless of God, and in the neglect of a prepar- 
ation for eternity! In this very way, the last avenue to the soul may be 
closed up for ever. Parent, will you do this for your children? If you 
are resolved on risking the consequences of impenitence yourself, shall 
the hearts of your little ones be steeled against the influence of truth, by 
your example, and shut out of heaven? O how many patents, who are 
now drawing their children after them in the downward way, may, when 
the day of grace is ended, lift up their eyes in the prison of despair, and 
say, with an awful emphasis, Here, LorD, are WE, AND THE CHIL- 
DREN THOU HAST GIVEN Us! 

But if parents would instruct their children in religion, or have them . 
instructed, with any reasonable hope of lasting benefit, their own exam- 
ple must say, that there is a reality, an awful importance attached to the 
truths of the Bible: in fine, religiow must be imbodied in the life—must 
be suffered to exert its legitimate controlling influence upon the external 
deportment ; and this would preach to the conscience of the child with 
more force than all the arguments that could be addressed without it. 

But precept and example are not all that is necessary. The whole must 
be accompanied by earnest, believing prayer to God. And here, I appre- 
hend, is as great a mistake as in any other part of the subject. ‘Not that 
Christians do not pray for the conversionof their children, and sometimes 
pray earnestly. But what is the amount of your prayer, my Christian 
friend? You have taught them the truths of the Bible, and stored their 
memories with its sacred contents, thatthey may benefit them by-and-by. 
And when you have prayed for them, has not the same feeling entered 
into your prayers, that by-and-by, when they have 


; te up, they may 
be converted to God? And is not this putting off their conversion, in 
your very prayers? As if their propensity to defer a preparation for 


death and eternity, to a more convenient season, were not enough to 
cause trembling in view of their future prospects; you by your very 
rayers, Christians, render their present conversion to God more hope- 
ess. They may become the subjects of grace in youth, or manhood 
should they live, I admit; but are they not running an awful risk? 
Who has assured you, that those little ones around you, will see the pe-- 
riod even of youth? And if they should not, and have sinned, and 
not complied with the terms of the Gospel, with what feelings of solici- 
tude must you contemplate their future prospects? They suppose they 
have nothing to do with religion at present; and you have A that the 
resent is not as favorable as some future time might be, and thus both 
ve consented that the subject should be deferred. You have not in- 
tended to pray that they might not become Christians‘at present ; but af- 
ter all, does it amount to any thing short of this? If Felix, when press- 
ed upon the subject of religion by the Apostle, in resolving to take up 
the subject at a future convenient season, did virtually resolve to 
dismiss it until that time arrived, it is obvious that the prayer of parents, 
that their children may become the subjects of grace at a future period, 
is a prayer that they may not repent now. And is this what you owe 
your children? Were they sleeping upon the brink of a precipice, from 
which the least motion might precipitate them into the abyss below, 
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would there be the same readiness to delay their rescue 7—1o hope, that 
a future time might be more convenient to effect it than the present ? 
How then ought you to feel, when the immortal interests of their souls 
» are in jeopardy every hour? Will you help them in your very prayers, 
to put off a preparation for eternity, for the present, when you know not 
what a day or an hour may bring forth? You must meet them at the 
bar of your Judge; and if you would do it with joy, and not with grief, 
ponder this subject upon your knees, in your closet, and ask, whether 
the influence which you have been exerting, andthe prayers you have 
offered, have been such, as you can at last review with the approba- 
tion of conscience and of God. 

2. The subject addresses itself to those who are engaged in Sabbath 
school instruction. Yours is an employment of no ordinary importance. 
Precious and immortal souls are committed to your care, to be trained for 
heaven. This is the great object for which youare to labor; and much, 
under God, will depend upon your faithfulness, whether your labors are 
successful. You have seen that piety in infancy is practicable ; that it 
is the best time for it to commence, not only because the continuance of 
life is altogether uncertain, but because, while their capacities are en- 
Jarging as they grow in years, their guilt is also deepening, and their 
prospects for eternity darkening. You have seen, too, what is necessa- 
ry to be done before this piety can be expected. They need the simple 
truths of the Bible, presented in the same style of simplicity that you 
would use upon any other subject, and pressed home upon the heart and 
conscience avith that urgency that is demanded by the importance of the 
subject, accompanied by earnest believing prayer to God that they may 
pestves effect,—not after you are in your graves, and they, perhaps, 
1ave gone to the judgment! No, dear friends, you are not required thus 
to put off their conversion. Labor, as though you wished for immediate 
effect; as though you expected it; and then pray to God, as though you - 
believed in his faithfulness to his promises, and you will not plead in vain. 

3. In conclusion, I cannot forget the youth before me. You have 
been often warned and entreated to improve the precious season you now 
enjoy for making your peace with God, and preparing for heaven. 
You may have been looking forward to this, as the most favorable season 
to commence a life of piety, and others may have encouraged this sup- 
position ; but let me tell you it isa mistake. In the light of this subject 
you may learn that the best time, the most favorable period, 1s cone 
YOR EVER! 

What then, let me ask, are your prospects for eternity ? Every day’s, 
every hour’s impenitence deepens your guilt; lessens the brief period ~ 
in which a “ pardoning God may be found,” and increases the fearful 
probability that heaven will be lost, and life and hope be extinguished 
together! Can you put off the subject? Can you rest where you are? 
You may not have a moment to parley! Then 

“ Seize the kind promise while it toails, 
“ And march to Zion’s heavenly gates ; 


“* Believe, and take the promised rest ; 
“ Obey, and be for ever blest.” 














